
Devotional  —  Mark 8:34-38 

“What good is it for someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit their soul?”  —  Mark 8:36 

Christ was on his way to Jerusalem, knowing he would eventually be betrayed, arrested, beaten, and crucified there. Informing his disciples 

caused some strong emotions to surface. The disciple Peter rebuked Jesus, but in a stern reprimand Jesus responds, “Get behind me, Satan!” 

After this Jesus gathered the whole crowd along with his disciples, and he challenged everyone to embrace humility, to “take up their cross” and 

follow him. To have a full life, Jesus explained, we need to give our entire lives to God. It would mean more than letting go of all the things we’re 

tempted to hold onto, but also willingly giving to others. 

I remember reading once about a French soldier who fought in World War I. He was so seriously wounded that his arm would have to be 

amputated. The surgeon performed the amputation and was so upset on behalf of the soldier, so he made a point to personally be at the 

soldier’s bedside when he woke up. When the soldier came to, the doctor spoke with a frown. “I’m so sorry,” the doctor said, “but you’ve lost 

your arm.” The soldier was visibly upset, but then he gave a slight smile. “I did not lose my arm, doctor - I gave it for France." 

In war, countless people make amazing sacrifices. We’re in a war currently, but not for countries or for certain sides. We’re fighting for our own 

souls and our own hearts. In such a crazy time in our world, the natural response is to be stingy and fearful. But generosity is unnatural - it 

requires us to go against the grain. The vast majority of our world is panicking and aimlessly trying to hold onto things that can’t bring stability or 

fulfillment. Our world is being driven by fear. 

Jesus offers a different perspective that is built on faith expressing itself through love, mercy, and peace. If you believe in Jesus there is such an 

abundance of love, mercy, and peace available to you. So much that you can share it with others. As we’re trying to discover what a new 

“normal” life looks like in the wake of this pandemic, I challenge us to think of creative ways for us to offer love, mercy, or peace to others. Family 

members, store clerks, co-workers, fellow shoppers, they all need love, they all need mercy, and they all need peace in these hard times. Submit 

your thoughts and your heart to Jesus, and discover a new life purpose.                   (PRAYER) 



Bible Study for the Family 

Read Mark 8:34-38 then go through the questions together. 

Try reading one verse then switching off with someone else to read. 

8:34     Then (Jesus) called the crowd to him along with his disciples and said: “Whoever wants to be my disciple   

  must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me.  

8:35     For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me and for the gospel will   

  save it. 

8:36     What good is it for someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit their soul? 

8:37     Or what can anyone give in exchange for their soul? 

8:38     If anyone is ashamed of me and my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of Man will be   

  ashamed of them when he comes in his Father’s glory with the holy angels. 

 

1.  Should Jesus’ followers be able to do whatever they want to? What should they do instead? 

2. Doing things God’s way can be hard, Jesus was doing things God’s way when he died on the cross.   

 Do you think that was easy to do? 

3.  What will happen to those who do things God’s way? 

4.  Does anybody want to share a time when they did something God’s way? Was it easy or hard? Was it   

 worth it?


